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The name of Viennese photographer Andreas Groll is inextricably linked with the beginnings of
photography in the Czech lands. As the “first photographer” of Prague, Kutná Hora, Pilsen, Lednice and
other places he has become an almost obligatory part of the literature review and encyclopedic
literature. His views of the Powder Tower, St. Barbara’s Cathedral in Kutná Hora and photographs of
furniture from Rožmberk Castle are today among the most famous photographs that came into being in
our country in the middle of the 19th century. Yet until recently the circumstances of their inception have
remained almost unknown, like a large part of Groll’s photographic oeuvre, reaching far beyond the
photographic documentation of architecture.
Thanks to years of searching and examining thousands of photographs, archival sources and the
environment in which Groll moved, we can form not only a detailed idea about his life and career and the
breadth and range of his production, but we can, for example, explain the reasons of the flagrant
fluctuations in the technical quality of the preserved photos.
Today we can speak about Groll, without exaggeration, as a pioneer of photography. At first, since he was
a son of a gardener and an assistant cook, social circumstances were not favorable for him, but thanks to
his ambition, desire to experiment and deepening his knowledge of photographic technology, which was
significantly enhanced by his eight years’ work in the chemical laboratory of the Polytechnic Institute in
Vienna (albeit in a somewhat inferior function of a laboratory servant), he managed to overcome this
barrier and, in 1853, at forty years of age he started his own photography business.
Unlike most of his colleagues, he did not succumb to the commercial success of studio portrait
photography. On the contrary – he spent most of his photographic career on the road traveling by train,
wagon or ship with a large travel camera, a portable darkroom, and several boxes full of photographic
materials, including large-size glass plates and the necessary chemicals.
The aim of these trips was primarily to document new buildings in towns, architectural monuments, works
of art, and last but not least, the achievements of industry and technology. His specific choice of subject
matter was usually based on the interests of his customers, who were mostly architects, engineers,
historians and archaeologists, but also the nobility and industrial and transport companies. Thus,
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commissions from these customers gave rise to the oldest surviving photographs of Prague, Rožmberk
Castle in South Bohemia, Lednice Chateau, workers’ settlements in Banat, Romania, and of many other
places.
This exhibition presents not only the remarkable story of a pioneer of photography, Andreas Groll (1812–
1872), who worked his way up from being a domestic servant to a member of the photographic elite of his
day, but also the story of the beginnings of Central European photography as such. It covers the era of the
wet plate collodion process, when the photographer had to rely on himself and the help of his assistant
and, unless he wanted to remain a prisoner of the portrait studio, had to accept a variety of commissions
and undertake challenging missions with his photographic laboratory in tow, often to remote or barelyaccessible places.
The exhibition was preceded by many years of research in archival and museum collections both at home
and abroad, which began with a few dozen photographs of architecture and reproductions of works of art.
Today we know of thousands of such specimens spread throughout the collecting institutions across the
countries of the former Habsburg monarchy.
Although more photographs by Groll are to be found in various collections, especially in recent years, the
largest body of these works is held by the Institute of Art History of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech
Republic. They ended up there from the estate of a prominent Czech art historian, Zdeněk Wirth, and it is
no accident that he was Groll’s first biographer. As with most of the photographs by Andreas Groll, the
existence of these works was forgotten for several decades until they were rediscovered in 2008. This find,
consisting of over 500 photographs, became an important impetus for further research, resulting in an
exhibition organized at the Prague City Gallery and in the Wien Museum and in the publication of a first
monograph about him. A large portion of the photographs from this collection are now being presented to
the public for the first time.
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Born on 30 November in the Vienna suburb of Erdberg, at No. 201, to parents Joseph
Paul Groll, a gardener and assistant cook, and Anna Fischer.
Servant in the family of the physician Ignaz Menz.
From 10 July, the oldest known photo taken by Groll (a daguerreotype portrait of Ignaz
Jenger).
His first job as an assistant in the chemical laboratory of the Polytechnic Institute.
12 October, wedding to Josefa Brenner.
From November, permanently employed as an assistant in the chemical laboratory of
the Polytechnic Institute with Professor Anton Schrötter. Continues to make
daguerreotypes.
Makes first calotypes – photographs of St. Stephen’s Cathedral (Stephansdom) and
portraits.
His attempt to get promoted at the Polytechnic Institute fails.
Gives lessons in photography.
6 September, his only child is born – a son, Andreas Groll, later a well-known Viennese
painter.
7 November, gives a lecture on “photographs on glass” at the Vienna Academy of
Sciences.
A booklet with instructions on making calotypes following Groll’s method is published.
The text of his lecture at the Academy is reprinted in the third edition of Repertorium
by Anton Martin.
A photograph by Groll is used for the first time as a model for a print: Allgemeine
Bauzeitung reproduces his photograph of the Friedrich Gable from St. Stephen’s
Cathedral, taken 26 July.
27 April, makes a request for a four-month leave to start his own Photographic
Institute. In May, registers as a taxpayer. In September, serves an official notice of
termination to the Polytechnic Institute.
Begins to work on the series The Surroundings of Vienna (Wiens Umgebungen).
11 December, for the first time listed in the newspaper as a photographer of vedute.
Begins to take photographs of items from the Ambras Collection. In addition to
Vienna, he also takes photographs of other locations in Lower Austria for the first
time, and probably also in Bohemia.
His photographs of armor win an award at the World Exhibition in Paris.
He travels to Bohemia again, then announces the release of the album with
photographs of Prague and Kutná Hora.
He returns to Prague and Kutná Hora.
He takes photographs of Klosterneuburg, Wiener Neustadt, Friesach and probably
Graz.
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Wilhelm Braumüller publishes the first part of the album which Groll created in
collaboration with Eduard Sacken, Die vorzüglichsten Rüstungen und Waffen der k. k.
Ambraser Sammlung.
For the first time he takes photographs in Rožmberk.
His work is awarded a diamond ring from the Emperor.
This year (at the latest) he begins to photograph locomotives for the National Railway
Company (Staatseisenbahngesellschaft).
He photographs Lednice Chateau and the park.
Travels along the Western Railway to Lambach.
Visits Rožmberk Castle for the second time.
Apparently takes his first trip to Banat in the service of the National Railway Company
(Staatseisenbahngesellschaft).
The publishing house Paterno begins to publish the album Möbel und des
Geräthschaften Mittelalters, which apparently also included photographs of furniture
and other items from the castle museum at Rožmberk Castle.
Groll’s work is first published through the company Kunst- und Industrie-Comptoir of
publisher Eduard von Oberhausen.
The first parts of the album Archäologische Sammlung. Nach der Gyps-ModellSammlung der k. k. Ober-Realschule Landstraße in Wien are published.
22 May, Groll photographs the unveiling of a monument of Archduke Charles at
Vienna’s Heldenplatz square.
Probably he travels back to South Bohemia, this time to Nové Hrady.
Groll’s photographs are exhibited by the Lower Austria Trade Association.
Founding member of the Photographic Society (Photographische Gesellschaft).
The Lower Austria Trade Association exhibits his series of photographs of medieval
buildings in the Austrian Empire.
Second trip to Banat.
Exhibits the album Gyps-Modell-Sammlung.
In March, Oberhausen’s company Kunst- und Industrie-Comptoir – including the
publishing contract with Groll – passes to Gustav Jägermayer.
Begins extensive documentation of the buildings on the Ringstraße in Vienna.
His photographs from Banat and of reproductions of armor are presented at the World
Exhibition in London.
Travels to Krakow together with the architect August Essenwein.
Last parts of the album Die vorzüglichsten Rüstungen und Waffen published.
He travels again to Prague, this time together with Friedrich Schmidt and his students
from the Vienna Academy.
Participation in the first exhibition of the Photographic Society in Palais Dreher in
Vienna.
18 October, a series of vedute of Prague is presented at a meeting of the Photographic
Society.
He takes up the sale of his own photos again and publishes a promotional catalogue.
Presents his work at the 7th exhibition of the Société Française de la Photographie in
Paris.
He begins to reproduce other people’s photographs of architecture from abroad for
the collection Wiener Bauhütte of the Vienna Academy.
He takes his last photographs on the Ringstraße.
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1883

20 March, dies of gastric fever. His wife conducts his business until 1874.
6 February, Josefa Groll dies of pneumonia.
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ACCOMPANYING PROGRAM TO THE EXHIBITION:
Guided tour with the Exhibition Curator Petra Trnková:
Thursday, 17 March 2016, 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, 7 April 2016, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, 17 April 2016, 6:00 p.m.
Art Studio for Adults and Senior Citizens:
Sunday, 6 March 2016, 3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Photo Documentation I, Education Center in ColloredoMansfeld Palace
Sunday, 10 April 2016, 3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Photo Documentation II, Education Center in ColloredoMansfeld Palace
Weekend Art Workshops:
Saturday, 2 April 2016, 1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Transformations of Places in Photographs, House of
Photography
Saturday, 23 April 2016, 1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Photographic Image as an Artistic Impulse, House of
Photography
Within the creative responses to the exhibition by the Austrian photographer Andreas Groll we will take
inspiration from his life’s work and the knowledge of photographic processes and technologies of the 19th
century. We will make art experiments with black and white photographic paper and fixer. By means of
prolage and rollage we will interconnect certain places and examine their transformation over the course
of time. The photographs made in this way will meet in a creative dialogue with photographs taken by
different photographic means in the time span of more than a hundred years.
Weekend programs are part of the popular series “Creative Dialogues with Art” and are intended for
children, families with children and other interested parties of all ages, including the elderly and
disadvantaged. The arrival and departure is optional – i.e., whenever within the scheduled time.
Reservation by 4:00 p.m. on the day before the event (participation without reservation is possible)
Interactive tours of the exhibition for all types of schools and other age and interest groups with the
possibility of subsequent creative response in the form of their own work. We adapt the events in terms of
time, theme and performance levels according the specific requirements of each school.
Reservation required
Price: Children under 10, students of art schools, teachers – CZK 5; children over 10 years CZK 20
Contact Person: Lucie Haškovcová, lucie.haskovcova@ghmp.cz, 606 612 987, 608 216 418
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